LPHA - FUNDING – SCHOOL FORUM

Over many years LPHA has played a major role in scrutinising and challenging the Local Authority over its funding formula and mechanisms. A great deal of work goes in to analysing the local arrangements and looking at benchmark information.

As a result of this strong representation on your behalf the £/pupil figure showing primary funding as a percentage of secondary has risen significantly. Although there have been a few ‘blips’, the figure according to the LA has risen from 66% in 1994/95 to 82% in 2009/10. Although there is some question over the accuracy of all the LA’s figures there has certainly been a huge shift in funding sometimes by as much as 4% in a single year (2001/02).
LPHA still believes there is a strong case for further revision. The curricular and other requirements (such as MFL etc..) which need to delivered cannot be provided without additional funding. Foundation Stage & Key Stage1 are currently less well funded than we believe they ought to be. The national picture in terms of AWPU funding demonstrates that Liverpool’s funding for this phase places it in the lowest quartiles. Against a national benchmark of 1.03 per pupil, Liverpool fund at only 0.97. They fund significantly above national levels at both Key stage 3 & 4.
LPHA has demanded an independent consultant to look at local figures and report back. Up until the School Forum Sub-Committee meeting on the 14 Jan the LA were flatly refusing to agree to this or a review of AWPU. Unsurprisingly LASH expressed the view that they continue to oppose this recommendation.

Your colleagues on Schools Forum will continue to press the case vigorously.
School forum business can be accessed on  www.liverpool.gov.uk > Council Government and Democracy > Councillors, meetings and agendas. > Browse minutes/agendas > Liverpool Schools Forum. Note especially meeting of Dec 3rd 2009.
