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Dear Colleagues

A number of Heads have contacted me and asked for information regarding the new MTL degree.  This document provides you with an overview of the programme, the URLs for key documents and the answers to the most commonly asked questions.

The Masters in Teaching and Learning (MTL) is a government-funded qualification which is designed to help Secondary and Primary school teachers extend their teaching skills and abilities. North West universities working with partner schools and local authorities as the North West MTL Partnership, have been commissioned by the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) to develop an MTL programme which will be offered in the North West of England.

The Liverpool Hope University website provides details of the MTL and also provides hyperlinks to all of the key TDA documents that are offered as guidance to Heads and potential participants.  This site may be accessed at http://www.hope.ac.uk/education-news/mtl.html
Who can register for the MTL degree? 
In the first instance MTL will be available to NQTs who gained Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) in 2008/09 and who take up posts in 2009/10 in all state funded Primary and Secondary Schools in North West.

What are the key features?
Key features of the MTL course are based on the idea of researching and critically reflecting upon one’s practice as a teacher and leader of learning, with the aim of improving such practice; are personalized in order to meet the particular professional development needs of individual participants; and include study of the following four content areas: 
· Teaching and learning, personalisation and assessment for learning; 

· Subject knowledge and curriculum; and curriculum development; 

· Child development and inclusion; 

· Leadership and management; working with others. 
Participating schools need to identify suitable coaches who will need training. The MTL trained coach is an experienced teacher who will provide professional consultations and critical appraisal of professional practice in relation to Professional Standards for Teachers and the MTL programme learning activities and assignments. The coach will also provide general support and advice in relation to the programme and assist in networking within and beyond the school. Support will also be provided by academic tutors from the University. The academic tutor will help develop information fluency, critical thinking and academic writing to support their Masters Level work.
Who should I select to be a coach?

For Phase 1 this is most likely to be the induction tutor, but could be any suitable member of staff willing to take on the role.

How will the coaches be trained and who pays?

A series of training sessions will be scheduled for each of the three phases of the MTL. All MTL School Based Coaches are required to undergo core training regardless of previous experience or qualifications. All training sessions for coaches will include travel and supply cover costs.
How do I book training for coaches?

MTL Coach Training events will be organised in 30 venues across the North West Region. Coaches can attend any training event regardless of which university or local authority they are working with. As soon as a participant has identified their coach through the online enrolment form, the coach will be able to book training. Booking into events will be via an online booking portal on the NWMTL website (www.nwmtl.org.uk ).
The next training event in Liverpool is on 3/3/2010 at Liverpool Marriott Hotel but you MUST book on line. 

How much will my school receive to cover the costs of MTL

The Masters in Teacher and Learning is fully funded for participants registered in 2009-10, with a total of £6806 per student being made available for the school-based elements of participants' learning. This unit of funding will see up to £1032 released to schools for each participant in the first phase of their course and up to £3300 and £2474 in phases 2 and 3. This can be used to cover coaching, student release and other costs as necessary.
If you require additional information please approach one of the participating universities or contact me directly.
Yours sincerely,

David

Dr David F Dennison 

Headmaster, St Margaret's Church of England Technology and Language College
Aigburth Rd., Liverpool, L17 6AB
Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Liverpool Hope University, Hope Park, Liverpool, L16 9JD
